
 
 

 
 

 
 

PRESIDENTIAL THANKSGIVING PROCLAMATIONS 
2010 - 2019 Barack Obama, Donald J. Trump 

 
November 23, 2010 
A Proclamation by the President of the United States of America 

 
A beloved American tradition, Thanksgiving Day offers us the opportunity to focus our thoughts on 
the grace that has been extended to our people and our country. This spirit brought together the 
newly arrived Pilgrims and the Wampanoag tribe -- who had been living and thriving around 
Plymouth, Massachusetts for thousands of years -- in an autumn harvest feast centuries ago. This 
Thanksgiving Day, we reflect on the compassion and contributions of Native Americans, whose 
skill in agriculture helped the early colonists survive, and whose rich culture continues to add to our 
Nation's heritage. We also pause our normal pursuits on this day and join in a spirit of fellowship 
and gratitude for the year's bounties and blessings. 
Thanksgiving Day is a time each year, dating back to our founding, when we lay aside the troubles 
and disagreements of the day and bow our heads in humble recognition of the providence 
bestowed upon our Nation. Amidst the uncertainty of a fledgling experiment in democracy, 
President George Washington declared the first Thanksgiving in America, recounting the blessings 
of tranquility, union, and plenty that shined upon our young country. In the dark days of the Civil 
War when the fate of our Union was in doubt, President Abraham Lincoln proclaimed a 
Thanksgiving Day, calling for "the Almighty hand" to heal and restore our Nation. 
In confronting the challenges of our day, we must draw strength from the resolve of previous 
generations who faced their own struggles and take comfort in knowing a brighter day has always 
dawned on our great land. As we stand at the close of one year and look to the promise of the 
next, we lift up our hearts in gratitude to God for our many blessings, for one another, and for our 
Nation. This Thanksgiving Day, we remember that the freedoms and security we enjoy as 
Americans are protected by the brave men and women of the United States Armed Forces. These 
patriots are willing to lay down their lives in our defense, and they and their families deserve our 
profound gratitude for their service and sacrifice. 
This harvest season, we are also reminded of those experiencing the pangs of hunger or the 
hardship of economic insecurity. Let us return the kindness and generosity we have seen 
throughout the year by helping our fellow citizens weather the storms of our day. 
As Americans gather for the time-honored Thanksgiving Day meal, let us rejoice in the abundance 
that graces our tables, in the simple gifts that mark our days, in the loved ones who enrich our 
lives, and in the gifts of a gracious God. Let us recall that our forebears met their challenges with 
hope and an unfailing spirit, and let us resolve to do the same. 
NOW, THEREFORE, I, BARACK OBAMA, President of the United States of America, by virtue of 
the authority vested in me by the Constitution and the laws of the United States, do hereby 
proclaim Thursday, November 25, 2010, as a National Day of Thanksgiving. I encourage all the 
people of the United States to come together -- whether in our homes, places of worship, 
community centers, or any place of fellowship for friends and neighbors -- to give thanks for all we 
have received in the past year, to express appreciation to those whose lives enrich our own, and to 



share our bounty with others. 
IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand this twenty-third day of November, in the 
year of our Lord two thousand ten, and of the Independence of the United States of America the 
two hundred and thirty-fifth. 
BARACK OBAMA 



 
 

 
 

 
 
 

THANKSGIVING DAY, 2011 
November 24, 2011 
A PROCLAMATION BY THE PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA 

 
One of our Nation's oldest and most cherished traditions, Thanksgiving Day brings 

us closer to our loved ones and invites us to reflect on the blessings that enrich our 
lives. The observance recalls the celebration of an autumn harvest centuries ago, when 
the Wampanoag tribe joined the Pilgrims at Plymouth Colony to share in the fruits of a 
bountiful season. The feast honored the Wampanoag for generously extending their 
knowledge of local game and agriculture to the Pilgrims, and today we renew our 
gratitude to all American Indians and Alaska Natives. We take this time to remember 
the ways that the First Americans have enriched our Nation's heritage, from their 
generosity centuries ago to the everyday contributions they make to all facets of 
American life. As we come together with friends, family, and neighbors to celebrate, let 
us set aside our daily concerns and give thanks for the providence bestowed upon us. 

 
Though our traditions have evolved, the spirit of grace and humility at the heart of 

Thanksgiving has persisted through every chapter of our story. When President George 
Washington proclaimed our country's first Thanksgiving, he praised a generous and 
knowing God for shepherding our young Republic through its uncertain beginnings. 
Decades later, President Abraham Lincoln looked to the divine to protect those who had 
known the worst of civil war, and to restore the Nation "to the full enjoyment of peace, 
harmony, tranquility, and union." 

 
In times of adversity and times of plenty, we have lifted our hearts by giving humble 

thanks for the blessings we have received and for those who bring meaning to our 
lives. Today, let us offer gratitude to our men and women in uniform for their many 
sacrifices, and keep in our thoughts the families who save an empty seat at the table for 
a loved one stationed in harm's way. And as members of our American family make do 
with less, let us rededicate ourselves to our friends and fellow citizens in need of a 
helping hand. 

 
As we gather in our communities and in our homes, around the table or near the 

hearth, we give thanks to each other and to God for the many kindnesses and comforts 
that grace our lives. Let us pause to recount the simple gifts that sustain us, and 
resolve to pay them forward in the year to come. 



NOW, THEREFORE, I, BARACK OBAMA, President of the United States of 
America, by virtue of the authority vested in me by the Constitution and the laws of the 
United States, do hereby proclaim Thursday, November 24, 2011, as a National Day of 
Thanksgiving. I encourage the people of the United States to come together whether 
in our homes, places of worship, community centers, or any place of fellowship for 
friends and neighbors to give thanks for all we have received in the past year, to 
express appreciation to those whose lives enrich our own, and to share our bounty with 
others. 

 
IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand this sixteenth day of 

November, in the year of our Lord two thousand eleven, and of the Independence of the 
United States of America the two hundred and thirty-sixth. 

 
BARACK OBAMA 



 
 

 
 

 
 

THANKSGIVING DAY, 2012 
November 20, 2012 
BY THE PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA 
A PROCLAMATION 

 
On Thanksgiving Day, Americans everywhere gather with family and friends to recount 
the joys and blessings of the past year. This day is a time to take stock of the fortune we 
have known and the kindnesses we have shared, grateful for the God-given bounty that 
enriches our lives. As many pause to lend a hand to those in need, we are also 
reminded of the indelible spirit of compassion and mutual responsibility that has 
distinguished our Nation since its earliest days. 

 
Many Thanksgivings have offered opportunities to celebrate community during times of 
hardship. When the Pilgrims at Plymouth Colony gave thanks for a bountiful harvest 
nearly four centuries ago, they enjoyed the fruits of their labor with the Wampanoag 
tribe -- a people who had shared vital knowledge of the land in the difficult months 
before. When President George Washington marked our democracy's first 
Thanksgiving, he prayed to our Creator for peace, union, and plenty through the trials 
that would surely come. And when our Nation was torn by bitterness and civil war, 
President Abraham Lincoln reminded us that we were, at heart, one Nation, sharing a 
bond as Americans that could bend but would not break. Those expressions of unity still 
echo today, whether in the contributions that generations of Native Americans have 
made to our country, the Union our forebears fought so hard to preserve, or the 
providence that draws our families together this season. 

 
As we reflect on our proud heritage, let us also give thanks to those who honor it by 
giving back. This Thanksgiving, thousands of our men and women in uniform will sit 

 
service and sacrifice. We also show our appreciation to Americans who are serving in 
their communities, ensuring their neighbors have a hot meal and a place to stay. Their 
actions reflect our age-old belief that we are our brothers' and sisters' keepers, and they 
affirm once more that we are a people who draw our deepest strength not from might or 
wealth, but from our bonds to each other. 

 
On Thanksgiving Day, individuals from all walks of life come together to celebrate this 
most American tradition, grateful for the blessings of family, community, and country. 
Let us spend this day by lifting up those we love, mindful of the grace bestowed upon us 
by God and by all who have made our lives richer with their presence. 



NOW, THEREFORE, I, BARACK OBAMA, President of the United States of America, 
by virtue of the authority vested in me by the Constitution and the laws of the United 
States, do hereby proclaim Thursday, November 22, 2012, as a National Day of 
Thanksgiving. I encourage the people of the United States to join together -- whether in 
our homes, places of worship, community centers, or any place of fellowship for friends 
and neighbors -- and give thanks for all we have received in the past year, express 
appreciation to those whose lives enrich our own, and share our bounty with others. 

 
IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand this twentieth day of November, 
in the year of our Lord two thousand twelve, and of the Independence of the United 
States of America the two hundred and thirty-seventh. 

 

down for a meal far from their loved ones and the comforts of home. We honor their 
BARACK OBAMA 



 
 

 
 

 
 

THANKSGIVING DAY, 2013 
November 26, 2013 
BY THE PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA 
A PROCLAMATION 

 
Thanksgiving offers each of us the chance to count our many blessings—the freedoms 
we enjoy, the time we spend with loved ones, the brave men and women who defend our 
Nation at home and abroad. This tradition reminds us that no matter what our 
background or beliefs, no matter who we are or who we love, at our core we are first and 
foremost Americans. 
 
Our annual celebration has roots in centuries-old colonial customs. When we gather 
around the table, we follow the example of the Pilgrims and Wampanoags, who shared 
the fruits of a successful harvest nearly 400 years ago. When we offer our thanks, we 
mirror those who set aside a day of prayer. And when we join with friends and neighbors 
to alleviate suffering and make our communities whole, we honor the spirit of President 
Abraham Lincoln, who called on his fellow citizens to "fervently implore the interposition 
of the Almighty hand to heal the wounds of the nation, and to restore it, as soon as may 
be consistent with the Divine purposes, to the full enjoyment of peace, harmony, 
tranquility, and union." 
 
Our country has always been home to Americans who recognize the importance of 
giving back. Today, we honor all those serving our Nation far from home. We also thank 
the first responders and medical professionals who work through the holiday to keep us 
safe, and we acknowledge the volunteers who dedicate this day to those less fortunate. 
 
This Thanksgiving Day, let us forge deeper connections with our loved ones. Let us 
extend our gratitude and our compassion. And let us lift each other up and recognize, in 
the oldest spirit of this tradition, that we rise or fall as one Nation, under God. 
 
Now, Therefore, I, Barack Obama, President of the United States of America, by virtue of 
the authority vested in me by the Constitution and the laws of the United States, do 
hereby proclaim Thursday, November 28, 2013, as a National Day of Thanksgiving. I 
encourage the people of the United States to join together—whether in our homes, 
places of worship, community centers, or any place of fellowship for friends and 
neighbors—and give thanks for all we have received in the past year, express 
appreciation to those whose lives enrich our own, and share our bounty with others. 
 
In Witness Whereof, I have hereunto set my hand this twenty-sixth day of November, in 
the year of our Lord two thousand thirteen, and of the Independence of the United States 
of America the two hundred and thirty-eighth. 
BARACK OBAMA 

  



 
 

 
 

 
 

THANKSGIVING DAY, 2014 
November 26, 2014 
BY THE PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA 
A PROCLAMATION 

 
Thanksgiving Day invites us to reflect on the blessings we enjoy and the freedoms we 
cherish. As we gather with family and friends to take part in this uniquely American 
celebration, we give thanks for the extraordinary opportunities we have in a Nation of 
limitless possibilities, and we pay tribute to all those who defend our Union as members of 
our Armed Forces. This holiday reminds us to show compassion and concern for people 
we have never met and deep gratitude toward those who have sacrificed to help build the 
most prosperous Nation on earth. These traditions honor the rich history of our country 
and hold us together as one American family, no matter who we are or where we come 
from. 
 
Nearly 400 years ago, a group of Pilgrims left their homeland and sailed across an ocean 
in pursuit of liberty and prosperity. With the friendship and kindness of the Wampanoag 
people, they learned to harvest the rich bounty of a new world. Together, they shared a 
successful crop, celebrating bonds of community during a time of great hardship. Through 
times of war and of peace, the example of a Native tribe who extended a hand to a new 
people has endured. During the American Revolution and the Civil War, days of 
thanksgiving drew Americans together in prayer and in the spirit that guides us to better 
days, and in each year since, our Nation has paused to show our gratitude for our 
families, communities, and country. 
 
With God's grace, this holiday season we carry forward the legacy of our forebears. In the 
company of our loved ones, we give thanks for the people we care about and the joy we 
share, and we remember those who are less fortunate. At shelters and soup kitchens, 
Americans give meaning to the simple truth that binds us together: we are our brother's 
and our sister's keepers. We remember how a determined people set out for a better 
world—how through faith and the charity of others, they forged a new life built on freedom 
and opportunity. 
 
The spirit of Thanksgiving is universal. It is found in small moments between strangers, 
reunions shared with friends and loved ones, and in quiet prayers for others. Within the 
heart of America's promise burns the inextinguishable belief that together we can 
advance our common prosperity—that we can build a more hopeful, more just, and more 
unified Nation. This Thanksgiving, let us recall the values that unite our diverse country, 
and let us resolve to strengthen these lasting ties. 
 
Now, Therefore, I, Barack Obama, President of the United States of America, by virtue of 
the authority vested in me by the Constitution and the laws of the United States, do 
hereby proclaim Thursday, November 27, 2014, as a National Day of Thanksgiving. I 
encourage the people of the United States to join together—whether in our homes, places 



of worship, community centers, or any place of fellowship for friends and neighbors—and 
give thanks for all we have received in the past year, express appreciation to those whose 
lives enrich our own, and share our bounty with others. 
 
In Witness Whereof, I have hereunto set my hand this twenty-sixth day of November, in 
the year of our Lord two thousand fourteen, and of the Independence of the United States 
of America the two hundred and thirty-ninth. 
BARACK OBAMA 

  



 

 
 

 
 

 
 

THANKSGIVING DAY, 2015 
November 20, 2015 
BY THE PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA 
A PROCLAMATION 

 
Rooted in a story of generosity and partnership, Thanksgiving offers an opportunity for us 
to express our gratitude for the gifts we have and to show our appreciation for all we hold 
dear. Today, as we give of ourselves in service to others and spend cherished time with 
family and friends, we give thanks for the many blessings bestowed upon us. We also 
honor the men and women in uniform who fight to safeguard our country and our freedoms 
so we can share occasions like this with loved ones, and we thank our selfless military 
families who stand beside and support them each and every day. 
 
Our modern celebration of Thanksgiving can be traced back to the early 17th century. 
Upon arriving in Plymouth, at the culmination of months of testing travel that resulted in 
death and disease, the Pilgrims continued to face great challenges. An indigenous people, 
the Wampanoag, helped them adjust to their new home, teaching them critical survival 
techniques and important crop cultivation methods. After securing a bountiful harvest, the 
settlers and Wampanoag joined in fellowship for a shared dinner to celebrate powerful 
traditions that are still observed at Thanksgiving today: lifting one another up, enjoying 
time with those around us, and appreciating all that we have. 
 
Carrying us through trial and triumph, this sense of decency and compassion has defined 
our Nation. President George Washington proclaimed the first Thanksgiving in our 
country's nascence, calling on the citizens of our fledgling democracy to place their faith in 
"the providence of Almighty God," and to be thankful for what is bequeathed to us. In the 
midst of bitter division at a critical juncture for America, President Abraham Lincoln 
acknowledged the plight of the most vulnerable, declaring a "day of thanksgiving," on 
which all citizens would "commend to [God's] tender care" those most affected by the 
violence of the time—widows, orphans, mourners, and sufferers of the Civil War. A 
tradition of giving continues to inspire this holiday, and at shelters and food centers, on 
battlefields and city streets, and through generous donations and silent prayers, the 
inherent selflessness and common goodness of the American people endures. 
 
In the same spirit of togetherness and thanksgiving that inspired the Pilgrims and the 
Wampanoag, we pay tribute to people of every background and belief who contribute in 
their own unique ways to our country's story. Each of us brings our own traditions, 
cultures, and recipes to this quintessential American holiday—whether around dinner 
tables, in soup kitchens, or at home cheering on our favorite sports teams—but we are all 
united in appreciation of the bounty of our Nation. Let us express our gratitude by 
welcoming others to our celebrations and recognize those who volunteer today to ensure a 
dinner is possible for those who might have gone without. Together, we can secure our 
founding ideals as the birthright of all future generations of Americans. 



 
Now, Therefore, I, Barack Obama, President of the United States of America, by virtue of 
the authority vested in me by the Constitution and the laws of the United States, do hereby 
proclaim November 26, 2015, as a National Day of Thanksgiving. I encourage the people 
of the United States to join together—whether in our homes, places of worship, community 
centers, or any place of fellowship for friends and neighbors—and give thanks for all we 
have received in the past year, express appreciation to those whose lives enrich our own, 
and share our bounty with others. 
 
In Witness Whereof, I have hereunto set my hand this twentieth day of November, in the 
year of our Lord two thousand fifteen, and of the Independence of the United States of 
America the two hundred and fortieth. 
BARACK OBAMA 

  



 
 

 
 

 
 

THANKSGIVING DAY, 2016 
November 23, 2016 
BY THE PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA 
A PROCLAMATION 
 
Nearly 400 years ago, a small band of Pilgrims fled persecution and violence and came 
to this land as refugees in search of opportunity and the freedom to practice their faith. 
Though the journey was rough and their first winter harsh, the friendly embrace of an 
indigenous people, the Wampanoag—who offered gracious lessons in agriculture and 
crop production—led to their successful first harvest. The Pilgrims were grateful they 
could rely on the generosity of the Wampanoag people, without whom they would not 
have survived their first year in the new land, and together they celebrated this bounty 
with a festival that lasted for days and prompted the tradition of an annual day of giving 
thanks. 
 
This history teaches us that the American instinct has never been to seek isolation in 
opposite corners; it is to find strength in our common creed and forge unity from our 
great diversity. On that very first thanksgiving celebration, these same ideals brought 
together people of different backgrounds and beliefs, and every year since, with 
enduring confidence in the power of faith, love, gratitude, and optimism, this force of 
unity has sustained us as a people. It has guided us through times of great challenge 
and change and allowed us to see ourselves in those who come to our shores in search 
of a safer, better future for themselves and their families. 
 
On this holiday, we count our blessings and renew our commitment to giving back. We 
give thanks for our troops and our veterans—and their families—who give of 
themselves to protect the values we cherish; for the first responders, teachers, and 
engaged Americans who serve their communities; and for the chance to live in a 
country founded on the belief that all of us are created equal. But on this day of 
gratitude, we are also reminded that securing these freedoms and opportunities for all 
our people is an unfinished task. We must reflect on all we have been afforded while 
continuing the work of ensuring no one is left out or left behind because of who they are 
or where they come from. 
 
For generations, our Nation's progress has been carried forward by those who act on 
the obligations we have to one another. Each year on Thanksgiving, the selflessness 
and decency of the American people surface in food banks and shelters across our 
country, in time spent caring for the sick and the stranger, and in efforts to empathize 
with those with whom we disagree and to recognize that every individual is worthy of 
compassion and care. As we gather in the company of our friends, families, and 
communities—just as the Pilgrims and the Wampanoag did centuries ago—let us strive 
to lift up others, promote tolerance and inclusiveness, and give thanks for the joy and 
love that surround all of us. 
 



Now, Therefore, I, Barack Obama, President of the United States of America, by virtue 
of the authority vested in me by the Constitution and the laws of the United States, do 
hereby proclaim November 24, 2016, as a National Day of Thanksgiving. I encourage 
the people of the United States to join together—whether in our homes, places of 
worship, community centers, or any place of fellowship for friends and neighbors—and 
give thanks for all we have received in the past year, express appreciation to those 
whose lives enrich our own, and share our bounty with others. 
 
In Witness Whereof, I have hereunto set my hand this twenty-third day of November, in 
the year of our Lord two thousand sixteen, and of the Independence of the United 
States of America the two hundred and forty-first. 
BARACK OBAMA 

 
  



 
 

 
 

 
 

THANKSGIVING DAY, 2017 
November 17, 2017 
BY THE PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA 
A PROCLAMATION 
 

On Thanksgiving Day, as we have for nearly four centuries, Americans give thanks to 
Almighty God for our abundant blessings. We gather with the people we love to show 
gratitude for our freedom, for our friends and families, and for the prosperous Nation we 
call home. 
 
In July 1620, more than 100 Pilgrims boarded the Mayflower, fleeing religious persecution 
and seeking freedom and opportunity in a new and unfamiliar place. These dauntless 
souls arrived in Plymouth, Massachusetts, in the freezing cold of December 1620. They 
were greeted by sickness and severe weather, and quickly lost 46 of their fellow travelers. 
Those who endured the incredible hardship of their first year in America, however, had 
many reasons for gratitude. They had survived. They were free. And, with the help of the 
Wampanoag tribe, and a bountiful harvest, they were regaining their health and strength. 
In thanks to God for these blessings, the new governor of the Plymouth Colony, William 
Bradford, proclaimed a day of thanksgiving and gathered with the Wampanoag tribe for 
three days of celebration. 
 
For the next two centuries, many individual colonies and states, primarily in the Northeast, 
carried on the tradition of fall Thanksgiving festivities. But each state celebrated it on a 
different day, and sometime on an occasional basis. It was not until 1863 that the holiday 
was celebrated on one day, nationwide. In the aftermath of the Battle of Gettysburg, of 
one of the bloodiest battles of our Nation's Civil War, President Abraham Lincoln 
proclaimed that the country would set aside one day to remember its many blessings. "In 
the midst of a civil war of unequalled magnitude and severity," President Lincoln 
proclaimed, we recall the "bounties, which are so constantly enjoyed that we are prone to 
forget the source from which they come." As President Lincoln recognized: "No human 
counsel hath devised nor hath any mortal hand worked out these great things. They are 
the gracious gifts of the Most High God, who, while dealing with us in anger for our sins, 
hath nevertheless remembered mercy." 
 
Today, we continue to celebrate Thanksgiving with a grateful and charitable spirit. When 
we open our hearts and extend our hands to those in need, we show humility for the 
bountiful gifts we have received. In the aftermath of a succession of tragedies that have 
stunned and shocked our Nation—Hurricanes Harvey, Irma, and Maria; the wildfires that 
ravaged the West; and, the horrific acts of violence and terror in Las Vegas, New York 
City, and Sutherland Springs—we have witnessed the generous nature of the American 
people. In the midst of heartache and turmoil, we are grateful for the swift action of the 
first responders, law enforcement personnel, military and medical professionals, 
volunteers, and everyday heroes who embodied our infinite capacity to extend 
compassion and humanity to our fellow man. As we mourn these painful events, we are 



ever confident that the perseverance and optimism of the American people will prevail. 
 
We can see, in the courageous Pilgrims who stood on Plymouth Rock in new land, the 
intrepidness that lies at the core of our American spirit. Just as the Pilgrims did, today 
Americans stand strong, willing to fight for their families and their futures, to uphold our 
values, and to confront any challenge. This Thanksgiving, in addition to rejoicing in 
precious time spent with loved ones, let us find ways to serve and encourage each other 
in both word and deed. We also offer a special word of thanks for the brave men and 
women of our Armed Forces, many of whom must celebrate this holiday separated from 
the ones for whom they are most thankful. As one people, we seek God's protection, 
guidance, and wisdom, as we stand humbled by the abundance of our great Nation and 
the blessings of freedom, family, and faith. 
 
Now, Therefore, I, Donald J. Trump, President of the United States of America, by virtue 
of the authority vested in me by the Constitution and the laws of the United States, do 
hereby proclaim Thursday, November 23, 2017, as a National Day of Thanksgiving. I 
encourage all Americans to gather, in homes and places of worship, to offer a prayer of 
thanks to God for our many blessings. 
 
In Witness Whereof, I have hereunto set my hand this seventeenth day of November, in 
the year of our Lord two thousand seventeen, and of the Independence of the United 
States of America the two hundred and forty-second. 
DONALD J. TRUMP 

  



 
 

 
 

 
 

THANKSGIVING DAY, 2018 
November 20 2018 
BY THE PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA 
A PROCLAMATION 
 
On Thanksgiving Day, we recall the courageous and inspiring journey of the Pilgrims 
who, nearly four centuries ago, ventured across the vast ocean to flee religious 
persecution and establish a home in the New World. They faced illness, harsh 
conditions, and uncertainty, as they trusted in God for a brighter future. The more than 
100 Pilgrims who arrived at Plymouth, Massachusetts, on the Mayflower, instilled in our 
Nation a strong faith in God that continues to be a beacon of hope to all Americans. 
Thanksgiving Day is a time to pause and to reflect, with family and friends, on our 
heritage and the sacrifices of our forebearers who secured the blessings of liberty for an 
independent, free, and united country. 
 
After surviving a frigid winter and achieving their first successful harvest in 1621, the 
Pilgrims set aside 3 days to feast and give thanks for God's abundant mercy and 
blessings. Members of the Wampanoag tribe—who had taught the Pilgrims how to farm 
in New England and helped them adjust and thrive in that new land—shared in the 
bounty and celebration. In recognition of that historic event, President George 
Washington, in 1789, issued a proclamation declaring the first national day of 
thanksgiving. He called upon the people of the United States to unite in rendering unto 
God our sincere and humble gratitude "for his kind care and protection of the People of 
this Country" and "the favorable interpositions of his Providence." President Abraham 
Lincoln revived this tradition as our fractured Nation endured the horrors of the Civil 
War. Ever since, we have set aside this day to give special thanks to God for the many 
blessings, gifts, and love he has bestowed on us and our country. 
 
This Thanksgiving, as we gather in places of worship and around tables surrounded by 
loved ones, in humble gratitude for the bountiful gifts we have received, let us keep in 
close memory our fellow Americans who have faced hardship and tragedy this year. In 
the spirit of generosity and compassion, let us joyfully reach out in word and deed, and 
share our time and resources throughout our communities. Let us also find ways to give 
to the less fortunate—whether it be in the form of sharing a hearty meal, extending a 
helping hand, or providing words of encouragement. 
 
We are especially reminded on Thanksgiving of how the virtue of gratitude enables us 
to recognize, even in adverse situations, the love of God in every person, every 
creature, and throughout nature. Let us be mindful of the reasons we are grateful for our 
lives, for those around us, and for our communities. We also commit to treating all with 
charity and mutual respect, spreading the spirit of Thanksgiving throughout our country 
and across the world. 
 
Today, we particularly acknowledge the sacrifices of our service members, law 



enforcement personnel, and first responders who selflessly serve and protect our 
Nation. This Thanksgiving, more than 200,000 brave American patriots will spend the 
holiday overseas, away from their loved ones. Because of the men and women in 
uniform who volunteer to defend our liberty, we are able to enjoy the splendor of the 
American life. We pray for their safety, and for the families who await their return.  
 
Now, Therefore, I, Donald J. Trump, President of the United States of America, by virtue 
of the authority vested in me by the Constitution and the laws of the United States, do 
hereby proclaim Thursday, November 22, 2018, as a National Day of Thanksgiving. I 
encourage all Americans to gather, in homes and places of worship, to offer a prayer of 
thanks to God for our many blessings. 
 
In Witness Whereof, I have hereunto set my hand this twentieth day of November, in the 
year of our Lord two thousand eighteen, and of the Independence of the United States 
of America the two hundred and forty-third. 
DONALD J. TRUMP 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  



 

 
 

 
 

 
 

THANKSGIVING DAY, 2019 
November 27, 2019 
BY THE PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA 
A PROCLAMATION 
 
On Thanksgiving Day, we remember with reverence and gratitude the bountiful blessings 
afforded to us by our Creator, and we recommit to sharing in a spirit of thanksgiving and 
generosity with our friends, neighbors, and families. 
 
Nearly four centuries ago, determined individuals with a hopeful vision of a more 
prosperous life and an abundance of opportunities made a pilgrimage to a distant land. 
These Pilgrims embarked on their journey across the Atlantic at great personal risk, 
facing unforeseen trials and tribulations, and unforetold hardships during their passage. 
After their arrival in the New World, a harsh and deadly winter took the lives of nearly half 
their population. Those who survived remained unwavering in their faith and foresight of 
a future rich with liberty and freedom, enduring every impediment as they established 
one of our Nation's first settlements. Through God's divine providence, a meaningful 
relationship was forged with the Wampanoag Tribe, and through their unwavering 
resolve and resilience, the Pilgrims enjoyed a bountiful harvest the following year. The 
celebration of this harvest lasted 3 days and saw Pilgrims and Wampanoag seated 
together at the table of friendship and unity. That first Thanksgiving provided an enduring 
symbol of gratitude that is uniquely sewn into the fabric of our American spirit. 
 
More than 150 years later, it was in this same spirit of unity that President George 
Washington declared a National Day of Thanksgiving following the Revolutionary War 
and the ratification of our Constitution. Less than a century later, that hard-won unity 
came under duress as the United States was engaged in a civil war that threatened the 
very existence of our Republic. Following the Battle of Gettysburg in 1863, in an effort to 
unite the country and acknowledge "the gracious gifts of the Most High God," President 
Abraham Lincoln asked the American people to come together and "set apart and 
observe the last Thursday of November next as a Day of Thanksgiving and Praise to our 
beneficent Father who dwelleth in the heavens." Today, this tradition continues with 
millions of Americans gathering each year to give their thanks for the same blessings of 
liberty for which so many brave patriots have laid down their lives to defend during the 
Revolutionary War and in the years since. 
 
Since the first settlers to call our country home landed on American shores, we have 
always been defined by our resilience and propensity to show gratitude even in the face 
of great adversity, always remembering the blessings we have been given in spite of the 
hardships we endure. This Thanksgiving, we pause and acknowledge those who will 
have empty seats at their table. We ask God to watch over our service members, 
especially those whose selfless commitment to serving our country and defending our 
sacred liberty has called them to duty overseas during the holiday season. We also pray 



for our law enforcement officials and first responders as they carry out their duties to 
protect and serve our communities. As a Nation, we owe a debt of gratitude to both 
those who take an oath to safeguard us and our way of life as well as to their families, 
and we salute them for their immeasurable sacrifices. 
 
As we gather today with those we hold dear, let us give thanks to Almighty God for the 
many blessings we enjoy. United together as one people, in gratitude for the freedoms 
and prosperity that thrive across our land, we acknowledge God as the source of all 
good gifts. We ask Him for protection and wisdom and for opportunities this 
Thanksgiving to share with others some measure of what we have so providentially 
received. 
 
Now, Therefore, I, Donald J. Trump, President of the United States of America, by virtue 
of the authority vested in me by the Constitution and the laws of the United States, do 
hereby proclaim Thursday, November 28, 2019, as a National Day of Thanksgiving. I 
encourage all Americans to gather, in homes and places of worship, to offer a prayer of 
thanks to God for our many blessings. 
 
In Witness Whereof, I have hereunto set my hand this twenty-seventh day of November, 
in the year of our Lord two thousand nineteen, and of the Independence of the United 
States of America the two hundred and forty-fourth. 
DONALD J. TRUMP 
 
 
 

 


