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THANKSGIVING DAY, 1950

BY THE PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA - A PROCLAMATION

In keeping with the custom established by our forefathers and hallowed by faithful observance
throughout the years, it is fitting that once again at this season we set aside a day for giving thanks
to God for the many blessings which He has bestowed upon us.

We are deeply grateful for the bounties of our soil, for the unequaled production of our mines and
factories, and for all the vast resources of our beloved country, which have enabled our citizens to
build a great civilization. We are thankful for the enjoyment of our personal liberties and for the
loyalty of our fellow Americans.

We offer fervent thanks that we are privileged to join with other countries in the work of the United
Nations, which was founded to maintain peace in a troubled world and is now standing firm in
upholding the principles of international justice.

Contemplating these blessings with humility, we have a deepened sense of our responsibility to
serve unselfishly, and we pray to Almighty God for wisdom in our relations with our fellow men.
NOW, THEREFORE, I, HARRY S. TRUMAN, President of the United States of America, in
conformance with the joint resolution of Congress approved December 26, 1941, designating the
fourth Thursday of November in each year as Thanksgiving day, do hereby proclaim Thursday,
November 23, 1950, as a day of national thanksgiving, and | call upon every citizen to offer thanks
to God for His gracious guidance and help. Again | ask all my countrymen to appeal to the Most
High, that the God of our Fathers who has blessed this land beyond all others will in His infinite
mercy grant to all nations that peace which the world cannot give. | entreat them, in church, chapel
and synagogue, in their homes and in the busy walks of life, every day and everywhere, to pray for
peace.

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, | have hereunto set my hand and caused the seal of the United States
to be affixed.

DONE at the City of Washington this 19th day of October in the year of our Lord nineteen hundred
fifty and of the Independence of the United States of America the one hundred and seventy-fifth.
HARRY S. TRUMAN

THANKSGIVING DAY, 1951

BY THE PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA - A PROCLAMATION

More than three centuries ago the Pilgrim fathers deemed it fitting to pause in their autumn labors
and to give thanks to Almighty God for the abundant yield of the soil of their new homeland. In
keeping with that custom, hallowed by generations of observance, our hearts impel us, once again
in this autumnal season, to turn in humble gratitude to the Giver of our bounties.

We are profoundly grateful for the blessings bestowed upon us: the preservation of our freedom,
so dearly bought and so highly prized; our opportunities for human welfare and happiness, so
limitless in their scope; our material prosperity, so far surpassing that of earlier years; and our
private spiritual blessings, so deeply cherished by all. For these we offer fervent thanks to God.



With the cooperation of our allies we are striving to attain a permanent peace, and to assure
success in achieving that coveted goal we reverently place our faith in the Almighty.

NOW, THEREFORE, I, HARRY S. TRUMAN, President of the United States of America, according
to our treasured tradition, and in conformity with the joint resolution of Congress approved on
December 26, 1941, designating the fourth Thursday of November in each year as Thanksgiving
Day, do hereby proclaim Thursday, November 22, 1951, as a day of national thanksgiving. Let us
all on that day, in our homes and in our places of worship, individually and in groups, render
homage to Almighty God. Let us recall the words of the Psalmist, "O give thanks unto the Lord; for
He is good: for His mercy endureth forever." Let us also, on the appointed day, seek divine aid in
the quest for peace.

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, | have hereunto set my hand and caused the seal of the United States
to be affixed.

DONE at the City of Washington this first day of November in the year of our Lord nineteen
hundred and fifty-one, and of the Independence of the United States of America the one hundred
and seventy-sixth.

HARRY S. TRUMAN

THANKSGIVING DAY, 1952

BY THE PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA - A PROCLAMATION

In the cycle of the seasons, another year marked by the abundance of God'’s gifts is nearing its
end. At such a time we are wont to turn to Him and with humble hearts to offer thanks as a Nation
for His manifold blessings.

We are moved by the inspiring autumnal beauty of our land, which uplifts the hearts of men. We
are thankful for the natural and human resources which have enabled us not only to enjoy high
material and spiritual standards ourselves but also to help others in the effort to achieve or protect
their well-being.

We are grateful for the privileges and rights inherent in our way of life, and in particular for the
basic freedoms, which our citizens can enjoy without fear. This year it is especially fitting that we
offer a prayer of gratitude for the spirit of unity which binds together all parts of our country and
makes us one Nation indivisible.

NOW, THEREFORE, I, HARRY S. TRUMAN, President of the United States of America,
conforming to our hallowed custom, and in consonance with the joint resolution of Congress
approved on December 26, 1941, do hereby call upon all our people to celebrate Thursday,
November 27, 1952, as Thanksgiving Day. On that day let us, with a full awareness of our
privileges and a deepening sense of the obligations which they entail, each in his own way, but
together as a whole people, give due expression to our thanks, and let us humbly endeavor to
follow the paths of righteousness in obedience to the will of Almighty God.

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, | have hereunto set my hand and caused the seal of the United States
to be affixed.

DONE at the City of Washington this eighth day of November in the year of our Lord nineteen
hundred fifty-two, and of the Independence of the United States of America the one hundred and
seventy-seventh.

HARRY S. TRUMAN

THANKSGIVING DAY, 1953

BY THE PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA - A PROCLAMATION

As a nation much blessed, we feel impelled at harvest time to follow the tradition handed down by
our Pilgrim Fathers of pausing from our labors for one day to render thanks to Almighty God for His
bounties. Now that the year is drawing to a close, once again it is fitting that we incline our
thoughts to His mercies and offer to Him our special prayers of gratitude.

For the courage and vision of our forebears who settled a wilderness and founded a Nation; for the



"blessings of liberty" which the framers of our Constitution sought to secure for themselves and for
their posterity, and which are so abundantly realized in our land today; for the unity of spirit which
has made our country strong; and for the continuing faith under His guidance that has kept us a
religious people with freedom of worship for all, we should kneel in humble thanksgiving.
Especially are we grateful this year for the truce in battle-weary Korea, which gives to anxious men
and women throughout the world the hope that there may be an enduring peace:

NOW, THEREFORE, I, DWIGHT D. EISENHOWER, President of the United States of America, in
consonance with the joint resolution of Congress approved December 26, 1941, do hereby call
upon our people to observe Thursday, the twenty-sixth day of November, 1953, as a day of
national thanksgiving. On that day let all of us, in accordance with our hallowed custom, forgather
in our respective places of worship and bow before God in contrition for our sins, in suppliance for
wisdom in our striving for a better world, and in gratitude for the manifold blessings He has
bestowed upon us and upon our fellow men.

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, | have hereunto set my hand and caused the seal of the United States
to be affixed.

DONE at the City of Washington this Seventh day of November in the year of our Lord nineteen
hundred and fifty-three, and of the Independence of the United States of America the one hundred
and seventy-eighth.

DWIGHT D. EISENHOWER

THANKSGIVING DAY, 1954

BY THE PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA - A PROCLAMATION

Early in our history the Pilgrim fathers inaugurated the custom of dedicating one day at harvest
time to rendering thanks to Almighty God for the bounties of the soil and for His mercies
throughout the year. At this autumnal season tradition suggests and our hearts require that we
follow that hallowed custom and bow in reverent thanks for the blessings bestowed upon us
individually and as a Nation.

We are grateful that our beloved country, settled by those forebears in their quest for religious
freedom, remains free and strong, and that each of us can worship God in his own way, according
to the dictates of his conscience.

We are grateful for the innumerable daily manifestations of Divine goodness in affairs both public
and private, for equal opportunities for all to labor and to serve, and for the continuance of those
homely joys and satisfactions which enrich our lives.

With gratitude in our hearts for all our blessings, may we be ever mindful of the obligations inherent
in our strength, and may we rededicate ourselves to unselfish striving for the common betterment
of mankind.

NOW, THEREFORE, I, DWIGHT D. EISENHOWER, President of the United States of America, in
consonance with the joint resolution of Congress approved December 26, 1941, designating the
fourth Thursday of November of each year as Thanksgiving Day, do hereby proclaim Thursday,
November 25, 1954, as a day of national thanksgiving, and I call upon all our citizens to observe
the day with prayer. Let us demonstrate in our lives our humble thanks to God for His beneficence
in the year which is past, and let us ask His guidance in the year to come.

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, | have hereunto set my hand and caused the seal of the United States
to be affixed.

DONE at the City of Washington this sixth day of November in the year of our Lord nineteen
hundred and fifty-four, and of the Independence of the United States of America the one hundred
and seventy-ninth.

DWIGHT D. EISENHOWER

THANKSGIVING DAY, 1955
BY THE PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA - A PROCLAMATION



The custom of devoting one day each year to national thanksgiving is a wise and an ancient one,
hallowed by observance in the days before we became a Nation, and sanctioned throughout the
succeeding generations. It is therefore in keeping with our oldest traditions that at the fruitful
season of the waning year we turn again to Almighty God in grateful acknowledgment of His
manifold blessings.

At this time of thanksgiving, may we express our deep appreciation of those forebears who, more
than three centuries ago, celebrated the first Thanksgiving Day. Through their industry and
courage, our Nation was hewn from the virgin forest, and through their steadfastness and faith, the
ideals of liberty and justice have become our cherished inheritance.

May we lift up our hearts in special prayers of gratitude for the abundance of our endowments,
both material and spiritual, for the preservation of our way of life, in its richness and fullness, and
for the religious faith which has wielded such a beneficent influence upon our destiny. May we
show our thanks for our own bounty by remembrance of those less fortunate, and may the spirit of
this Thanksgiving season move us to share with them to alleviate their need.

NOW, THEREFORE, |, DWIGHT D. EISENHOWER, President of the United States of America,
having in mind the joint Congressional resolution of December 26, 1941, which designated the
fourth Thursday of November in each year as Thanksgiving Day and made that day a legal
holiday, do hereby proclaim Thursday, the twenty-fourth day of November, 1955, as a day of
national thanksgiving; and | urge all our citizens to observe the day with reverence. Let us, on the
appointed day, in our homes and our accustomed places of worship, each according to his own
faith, bow before God and give him humble thanks.

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, | have hereunto set my hand and caused the seal of the United States
to be affixed.

DONE at the City of Washington this eleventh day of October in the year of our Lord nineteen
hundred and fifty-five, and of the Independence of the United States of America the one hundred
and eightieth.

DWIGHT D. EISENHOWER

THANKSGIVING DAY, 1956

BY THE PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA - A PROCLAMATION

With the completion of the cycle of winter and summer, seedtime and harvest, we come to the
traditional time of thanksgiving, when our minds and hearts turn to Almighty God in grateful
acknowledgment of His mercies throughout the year.

Let us be grateful that the foundations of freedom in our Nation grow stronger with each passing
year, giving hope to fettered peoples that they may walk as free men unafraid; that the yield of our
soil and the production of our factories have been abundant, enriching our lives and enabling us to
share our bounty with less fortunate ones in other lands; and that the forces of nature are being
harnessed for peaceful purposes, bringing limitless possibilities of comfort and happiness both to
ourselves and to future generations.

It is also fitting at this season that we should consider God’s providence to us throughout our entire
history. Let us remember the Pilgrim Fathers who, fleeing from religious oppression, landed on a
bleak, forbidding shore and began to carve out what became this great Republic which it is our
happy destiny to love and serve. For their foresight, their courage, and their idealism let us give
thanks to the Power which has made and preserved us a Nation.

Humbly aware that we are a people greatly blessed, both materially and spiritually, let us pray this
year not only in the spirit of thanksgiving but also as suppliants for God’s guidance, to the end that
we may follow the course of righteousness and be worthy of His favor.

NOW, THEREFORE, I, DWIGHT D. EISENHOWER, President of the United States of America, in
accordance with the joint resolution of Congress approved December 26, 1941, which designates
the fourth Thursday in November of each year as thanksgiving Day, do hereby proclaim Thursday,
the twenty-second day of November of this year, as a day of national thanksgiving. On that day let



all of us, of whatever creed, foregather in our respective places of worship to give thanks to God
and prayerful contemplation to those eternal truths and universal principles of Holy Scripture which
have inspired such measure of true greatness as this Nation has achieved. And let us, as the
beneficiaries of this greatness, give a good account of our stewardship by helping those in need
and by rendering aid, through our religious organizations and by other means, to the ill, the
destitute, and the oppressed in foreign lands.

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, | have hereunto set my hand and caused the seal of the United States
to be affixed.

DONE at the City of Washington this twelfth day of November in the year of our Lord nineteen
hundred and fifty-six and of the Independence of the United States of America the one hundred
and eighty-first.

DWIGHT D. EISENHOWER

THANKSGIVING DAY, 1957

BY THE PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA - A PROCLAMATION

At the autumnal season of the year our hearts move us to follow the wise and reverent custom,
inaugurated by our Pilgrim Fathers more than three centuries ago, of setting aside one special day
for expressions of gratitude to a merciful Providence for the blessings bestowed upon us.

It behooves us to dwell upon the deep religious convictions of those who formed our Nation out of
a wilderness, and to recall that our leaders throughout the succeeding generations have relied
upon Almighty God for vision and strength of purpose.

As a Nation we have prospered; we are enjoying the fruit of our land and the product of our toil; we
are making progress in our efforts to translate our national ideals into living realities; and we are at
peace with the world, working toward that day when the benefits of freedom and justice shall be
secured for all mankind.

For such blessings let us be devoutly thankful, and at the same time let us be sensitive and
responsive to the obligations which such great mercies entalil.

NOW, THEREFORE, |, DWIGHT D. EISENHOWER, President of the United States of America,
having in mind the joint resolution of Congress approved December 26, 1941, which designates
the fourth Thursday in November of each year as Thanksgiving Day, do hereby call upon our
people to observe Thursday, November 28, 1957, as a day of national thanksgiving. On that day
let all of us, in accordance with our hallowed custom, foregather in our respective places of
worship or in our homes and offer up prayers of thanks for our manifold blessings. Let the
happiness which stems from family reunions on Thanksgiving Day be tempered with compassion
and inspired by an active concern for those less fortunate in our own country and in other lands;
and let us ask God’s continuing help and guidance in our conduct, both as individuals and as a
Nation.

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, | have hereunto set my hand and caused the seal of the United States
to be affixed.

DONE at the City of Washington this eighth day of November in the year of our Lord nineteen
hundred and fifty-seven, and of the Independence of the United States of America the one hundred
and eighty-second.

DWIGHT D. EISENHOWER

THANKSGIVING DAY, 1958

BY THE PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA - A PROCLAMATION

At this season of the year we are reminded that the course of nature has brought us once again
from the time of planting to the time of harvest, and we turn to Almighty God with heartfelt
thanksgiving for His enduring providence.

We are grateful for the plentiful yield of our soil and for the blessings of food and clothing and
shelter that have succored us throughout the year. We rejoice in the beauty of our land; in every



brave and generous act of our fellow man; and in the counsel and comfort of our friends. We
deeply appreciate the preservation of those ideals of liberty and justice which form the basis of our
national life and the hope of international peace. For these and all the many spiritual and temporal
benefactions betokening god’s goodness, we offer up our prayers of gratitude.

Let us be especially grateful for the religious heritage bequeathed us by our forebears as
exemplified by the Pilgrims, who, after the gathering of their first harvest, set apart a special day for
rendering thanks to God for the bounties vouchsafed to them.

NOW, THEREFORE, I, DWIGHT D. EISENHOWER, President of the United States of America, in
consonance with the joint resolution of Congress approved December 26, 1941, designating the
fourth Thursday of November of each year as Thanksgiving Day, do hereby proclaim Thursday,
November 27, 1958, s a day of national thanksgiving. On that day let us, in our homes and in our
accustomed places of worship, give due expression of our thanks for the blessings which have
signalized our lot as a Nation, and let us ask for guidance in our striving for a better world for all
men.

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, | have hereunto set my hand and caused the seal of the United States
to be affixed.

DONE at the City of Washington this 31 day of October in the year of our Lord nineteen hundred
and fifty-eight, and of the Independence of the United States of America the one hundred and
eighty-third.

DWIGHT D. EISENHOWER

THANKSGIVING DAY, 1959

BY THE PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA - A PROCLAMATION

The time of harvest turns our thoughts once again to our national festival of Thanksgiving, and the
bounties of nature remind us again of our dependence upon the generous hand of Providence.

In this sesquicentennial year of Abraham Lincoln’s birth, it is fitting and proper that we should use
his words contained in the historic proclamation of 1863, establishing this annual observance, to
express anew our gratitude for America’s "fruitful fields," for our national "strength and vigor," and
for all our "singular deliverances and blessings."

The present year has been one of progress and heightened promise for the way of life to which
we, the people, and the government of the United States of America, are dedicated. We rejoice in
the productivity of farm and factory, but even more so in the prospect of improvement of relations
among men and among nations. We earnestly hope that forbearance, understanding, and
conciliation will hold increasing sway among us and among all peoples everywhere.

In the enjoyment of our good life, let us not forget the birthright by which we reap the fruits of life
and labor in this fair land. Let us stand fast by the principles of our republic enunciated in word and
deed by the statesmen, teachers, and prophets to whom we owe our beginnings. Let us be
thankful that we have been spared the consequences of human frailty and error in our exercise of
power and freedom. As a token of our gratitude for God’s gracious gift of abundance, let us share
generously with those less fortunate than we at home and abroad. Let us at this season of
thanksgiving perform deeds of thanksgiving; and, throughout the year, let us fulfill those obligations
of citizenship and humanity which spring from grateful hearts.

NOW, THEREFORE, I, DWIGHT D. EISENHOWER, President of the United States of America, in
consonance with the joint resolution of the Congress approved December 26, 1941, 55 Stat. 862
(5 U.S.C. 87b), designating the fourth Thursday of November in each year as Thanksgiving Day,
do hereby proclaim Thursday, November 26, 1959, as a day of national thanksgiving. On that day
let us gather in sanctuaries dedicated to worship and in homes devoted to family sharing and
community service to express our gratitude for the inestimable blessings of God; and let us
earnestly pray that He continue to guide and sustain us in the great unfinished task of achieving
peace among men and nations.

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, | have hereunto set my hand and caused the seal of the United States



to be affixed.

DONE at the City of Washington fifth day of November in the year of our Lord nineteen hundred

and fifty-nine, and of the Independence of the United States of America the one hundred and
eighty-fourth.

DWIGHT D. EISENHOWER



