P

PILGRIM HALL
MUSEUM

BUILT IN 1824

PRESIDENTIAL THANKSGIVING PROCLAMATIONS
1930-1939: Herbert Hoover, Franklin D. Roosevelt

THANKSGIVING DAY - 1930

BY THE PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA - A PROCLAMATION
Notwithstanding that our forefathers endured the hardships and privations of a primitive life,
surrounded by dangers and solaced only with meager comforts, they nevertheless bequeathed to
us a custom of devoting one day of every year to universal thanksgiving to Almighty God, for the
blessing of life itself and the means to sustain it, for the sanctuary of home and the joys that
pervade it, and for the mercies of His protection from accident, sickness, or death.

Our country has many causes for thanksgiving. We have been blest with distinctive evidence of
divine favor. As a nation we have suffered far less than other peoples from the present world
difficulties. We have been free from civil and industrial discord. The outlook for peace between
nations has been strengthened. In a large view we have made progress upon the enduring
structure of our institutions. The arts and sciences that enrich our lives and enlarge our control of
nature have made notable advances. Education has been further extended. We have made gains
in the prevention of disease and in the protection of childhood.

Now, therefore, |, Herbert Hoover, President of the United States of America, do hereby designate
Thursday, November 27, 1930, as a National Day of Thanksgiving, and do enjoin the people of the
United States so to observe it, calling upon them to remember that many of our people are in need
and suffering from causes beyond their control, and suggesting that a proper celebration of the day
should include that we make sure that every person in the community, young and old, shall have
cause to give thanks for our institutions and for the neighborly sentiment of our people.

In witness whereof, | have hereunto set my hand and caused the seal of the United States to be
affixed.

Done at the City of Washington this 6™ day of November, in the year of our Lord nineteen hundred
and thirty, and of the Independence of the United States of America the one hundred and fifty-fifth.
HERBERT HOOVER

THANKSGIVING DAY - 1931

BY THE PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA - A PROCLAMATION

We approach the season when, according to custom dating from the garnering of the first harvest
by our forefathers in the New World, a day is set apart to give thanks even amid hardships to
Almighty God for our temporal and spiritual blessings. It has become a hallowed tradition for the
Chief Magistrate to proclaim annually a national day of thanksgiving.

Our country has cause for gratitude to the Almighty. We have been widely blessed with abundant
harvests. We have been spared from pestilence and calamities. Our institutions have served the
people. Knowledge has multiplied and our lives are enriched with its application. Education has
advanced, the health of our people has increased. We have dwelt in peace with all men. The
measure of passing adversity which has come upon us should deepen the spiritual life of the
people, quicken their sympathies and spirit of sacrifice for others, and strengthen their courage.
Many of our neighbors are in need from causes beyond their control and the compassion over this



winter that they too may have full cause to participate in this day of gratitude to the Almighty.

Now, therefore, I, Herbert Hoover, President of the United States of America, do hereby designate
Thursday, November 26, 1931, as a National Day of Thanksgiving, and do recommend that our
people rest from their daily labors and in their homes and accustomed places of worship give
devout thanks for the blessings which a merciful Father has bestowed upon us.

In witness whereof, | have hereunto set my hand and caused the seal of the United States to be
affixed.

Done at the City of Washington this 3d day of November, in the year of our Lord nineteen hundred
and thirty-one, and of the Independence of the United States of America the one hundred and fifty-
sixth.

HERBERT HOOVER

THANKSGIVING DAY - 1932

BY THE PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA - A PROCLAMATION

Whereas at this season of the year our people for generations past have always turned their
thoughts to thankfulness for the blessings of Almighty God,

Now, therefore, |, Herbert Hoover, President of the United States, do set aside and declare
Thursday, November 24, 1932, as a day of national thanksgiving, and | do urge that they repair to
their places of public worship, there to give thanks to the beneficent Providence from whom comes
all our good; and | do further recommend, inasmuch as this year marks the two hundredth
anniversary of the birth of George Washington, the father of our country, whose immeasurable
services to our liberties and our security are blessing perennially renewed upon us, that our people
refresh their memory of his first thanksgiving Proclamation, which | append and incorporate in this
present proclamation.

BY THE PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA -

A PROCLAMATION

Whereas it is the duty of all Nations to acknowledge the providence of Almighty God, to obey his
will, to be grateful for his benefits, and humbly to implore his protection and favor - and Whereas
both Houses of Congress have by their joint Committee requested me "to recommend to the
People of the United States a day of public thanksgiving and prayer to be observed by
acknowledging with grateful hearts the many signal favors of Almighty God, especially by affording
them an opportunity peaceably to establish a form of government for their safety and happiness."
Now therefore | do recommend and assign Thursday the 26" day of November next to be devoted
by the People of these States to the service of that great and glorious Being, who is the beneficent
Author of all the good that was, that is, or that will be - That we may then all unite in rendering unto
him our sincere and humble thanks - for his kind care and protection of the People of this country
previous to their becoming a Nation - for the signal and manifold mercies, and the favorable
interpositions of his providence, which we experienced in the course and conclusion of the late war
- for the great degree of tranquillity, union, and plenty, which we have since enjoyed - for the
peaceable and rational manner in which we have been enabled to establish constitutions of
government for our safety and happiness, and particularly the national One now lately instituted -
for the civil and religious liberty with which we are blessed, and the means we have to acquiring
and diffusing useful knowledge; and in general for all the great and various favors which he hath
been pleased to confer upon us.

And also that we may then unite in most humbly offering our prayers and supplications to the great
Lord and Ruler of Nations and beseech him to pardon our national and other transgressions - to
enable us all, whether in public or private stations, to perform our several and relative duties
properly and punctually - to render our national government a blessing to all the People, by
constantly being a government of wise, just, and constitutional laws, discreetly and faithfully
executed and obeyed - to protect and guide all Sovereigns and Nations (especially such as have



shewn kindness unto us) and to bless them with good government, peace, and concord - to
promote the knowledge and practice of true religion and virtue, and the encrease of science
among them and Us - and generally to grant unto all mankind such a degree of temporal prosperity
as he alone knows to be best.

Given under my hand at the City of New York the third day of October in the year of our Lord 1789.
Go. Washington

In witness whereof, | have hereunto set my hand and caused the seal of the United States to be
affixed.

Done at the City of Washington this 3d day of November, in the year of our Lord nineteen hundred
and thirty-two, and of the Independence of the United States of America the one hundred and fifty-
seventh.

HERBERT HOOVER

THANKSGIVING DAY - 1933

BY THE PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA - A PROCLAMATION

I, Franklin D. Roosevelt, President of the United States of America, do set aside and appoint
Thursday, the thirtieth day of November 1933, to be a Day of Thanksgiving for all our people.

May we on that day in our churches and in our homes give humble thanks for the blessings
bestowed upon us during the year past by Almighty God.

May we recall the courage of those who settled a wilderness, the vision of those who founded the
Nation, the steadfastness of those who in every succeeding generation have fought to keep pure
the ideal of equality of opportunity and hold clear the goal of mutual help in time of prosperity as in
time of adversity.

May we ask guidance in more surely learning the ancient truth that greed and selfishness and
striving for undue riches can never bring lasting happiness or good to the individual or to his
neighbors.

May we be grateful for the passing of dark days; for the new spirit of dependence one on another;
for the closer unity of all parts of our wide land; for the greater friendship between employers and
those who toil; for a clearer knowledge by all nations that we seek no conquests and ask only
honorable engagements by all peoples to respect the lands and rights of their neighbors; for the
brighter day to which we can win through by seeking the help of God in a more unselfish striving
for the common bettering of mankind.

In witness whereof, | have hereunto set my hand and caused the seal of the United States to be
affixed.

Done at the City of Washington this twenty-first day of November, in the year of our Lord nineteen
hundred and thirty-three and of the Independence of the United States of America the one hundred
and fifty-eighth.

FRANKLIN D. ROOSEVELT

THANKSGIVING DAY - 1934

BY THE PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA - A PROCLAMATION

I, Franklin D. Roosevelt, President of the United States of America, hereby designate Thursday,
the twenty-ninth day of November, 1934, as a Day of Thanksgiving for the people of the Nation.
Thus to set aside in the autumn of each year a day on which to give thanks to Almighty God for the
blessings of life is a wise and reverent custom, long cherished by our people. It is fitting that we
should again observe this custom.

During the past year we have been given courage and fortitude to meet the problems which have
confronted us in our national life. Our sense of social justice has deepened. We have been given
vision to make new provisions for human welfare and happiness, and in a spirit of mutual
helpfulness we have cooperated to translate vision into reality.



More greatly have we turned our hearts and minds to things spiritual. We can truly say, "What
profiteth it a nation if it gain the whole world and lose its own soul.”

With gratitude in our hearts for what has already been achieved, may we, with the help of God,
dedicate ourselves anew to work for the betterment of mankind.

In witness whereof, | have hereunto set my hand and caused the seal of the United States to be
affixed.

Done at the City of Washington this 15" day of November, in the year of our Lord nineteen
hundred and thirty-four, and of the Independence of the United States of America the one hundred
and fifty-ninth.

FRANKLIN D. ROOSEVELT

THANKSGIVING DAY - 1935

BY THE PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA - A PROCLAMATION

I, Franklin D. Roosevelt, President of the United States of America, hereby designate Thursday,
the twenty-eighth of November, 1935, as a Day of National Thanksgiving.

In traversing a period of national stress our country has been knit together in a closer fellowship of
mutual interest and common purpose. We can well be grateful that more and more of our people
understand and seek the greater good of the greater number. We can be grateful that selfish
purpose of personal gain, at our neighbor’s loss, less strongly asserts itself. We can be grateful
that peace at home is strengthened by our growing willingness to common counsel. We can be
grateful that our peace with other nations continues through recognition of our peaceful purpose.
But in our appreciation of the blessings that Divine Providence has bestowed upon us in America,
we shall not rejoice as the Pharisee rejoiced. War and strife still live in the world. Rather, must
America by example and in practice help to bind the wounds of others, strive against disorder and
aggression, encourage the lessening of distrust among peoples and advance peaceful trade and
friendship.

The future of many generations of mankind will be greatly guided by our acts in these present
years. We hew a new trail.

Let us then on the day appointed offer our devotions and our humble thanks to Almighty God and
pray that the people of America will be guided by Him in helping their fellow men.

In witness whereof, | have hereunto set my hand and caused the seal of the United States to be
affixed.

Done at the City of Washington this 12" day of November, in the year of our Lord nineteen
hundred and thirty-five, and of the Independence of the United States of America the one hundred
and sixtieth.

FRANKLIN D. ROOSEVELT

THANKSGIVING PROCLAMATION - 1936

BY THE PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA - A PROCLAMATION

I, Franklin D. Roosevelt, President of the United States of America, hereby designate Thursday,
the 26" day of November, 1936, as a day of national thanksgiving.

The observance of a day of general thanksgiving by all the people is a practice peculiarly our own,
hallowed by usage in the days before we were a Nation and sanctioned through succeeding years.
Having safely passed through troubled waters, it is our right to express our gratitude that Divine
Providence has vouchsafed us wisdom and courage to overcome adversity. Our free institutions
have been maintained with no abatement of our faith in men. In our relations with other peoples we
stand not aloof, but make resolute effort to promote international friendship and, by the avoidance
of discord, to further world peace, prosperity and happiness.

Coupled with our grateful acknowledgment of the blessings it has been our high privilege to enjoy,
we have a deepening sense of our solemn responsibility to assure for ourselves and our
descendants a future more abundant in faith and in security.



Let us, therefore, on the day appointed, each in his own way, but together as a whole people,
make due expression of our thanksgiving and humbly endeavor to follow in the footsteps of
Almighty God.

In witness whereof, | have hereunto set my hand and caused the seal of the United States of
America to be affixed.

Done at the City of Washington this 12" day of November, in the year of our Lord nineteen
hundred and thirty-six, and of the Independence of the United States of America the one hundred
and sixty-first.

FRANKLIN D. ROOSEVELT

THANKSGIVING DAY - 1937

BY THE PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA - A PROCLAMATION

I, Franklin D. Roosevelt, President of the United States of America, hereby designate Thursday,
the twenty-fifth day of November 1937 as a day of national thanksgiving.

The custom of observing a day of public thanksgiving began in Colonial times and has been given
the sanction of national observance through many years. It is in keeping with all of our traditions
that we, even as our fathers in olden days, give humble and hearty thanks for the bounty and the
goodness of Divine Providence.

The harvests of our fields have been abundant and many men and women have been given the
blessing of stable employment.

A period unhappily marked in many parts of the world by strife and threats of war finds our people
enjoying the blessing of peace. We have no selfish designs against other nations.

We have been fortunate in devoting our energies and our resources to constructive purposes and
useful works. We have sought to fulfill our obligation to use our national heritage by common effort
for the common good.

Let us, therefore, on the day appointed forego our usual occupations and, in our accustomed
places of worship, each in his own way, humbly acknowledge the mercy of God, from whom comes
every good and perfect gift.

In witness whereof, | have hereunto set my hand and caused the seal of the United States of
America to be affixed.

Done at the City of Washington this ninth day of November, in the year of our Lord nineteen
hundred and thirty-seven, and of the Independence of the United States of America the one
hundred and sixty-second.

FRANKLIN D. ROOSEVELT

THANKSGIVING DAY - 1938

BY THE PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA - A PROCLAMATION

I, Franklin D. Roosevelt, President of the United States of America, do hereby designate Thursday,
the twenty-fourth of November, 1938, as a day of general Thanksgiving.

Our Fathers set aside such a day as they hewed a nation from the primeval forest. The
observance was consecrated when George Washington issued a Thanksgiving proclamation in the
first year of his presidency. Abraham Lincoln set apart "a Day of Thanksgiving and Praise to our
beneficent Father who dwelleth in the heavens."

Thus from our earliest recorded history, Americans have thanked God for their blessings. In our
deepest natures, in our very souls, we, like all mankind since the earliest origin of mankind, turn to
God in time of trouble and in time of happiness. "In God We Trust."

For the blessings which have been ours during the present year we have ample cause to be
thankful.

Our lands have yielded a goodly harvest, and the toiler in shop and mill receives a more just return
for his labor.

We have cherished and preserved our democracy.



We have lived in peace and understanding with our neighbors and have seen the world escape the
impending disaster of a general war. In the time of our fortune it is fitting that we offer prayers for
unfortunate people in other lands who are in dire distress at this our thanksgiving Season.

Let us remember them in our families and our churches when, on the day appointed, we offer our
thanks to Almighty God. May we by our way of living merit the continuance of His Goodness.

In witness whereof, | have hereunto set my hand and caused the seal of the United States of
America to be affixed.

Done at the City of Washington this Nineteenth day of November, in the year of our Lord nineteen
hundred and thirty-eight, and of the Independence of the United States of America the one
hundred and sixty-third.

FRANKLIN D. ROOSEVELT

THANKSGIVING DAY - 1939

BY THE PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA - A PROCLAMATION

I, Franklin D. Roosevelt, President of the United States of America, do hereby designate Thursday,
the twenty-third of November 1939, as a day of general thanksgiving.

More than three centuries ago, at the season of the gathering in of the harvest, the Pilgrims
humbly paused in their work and gave thanks to God for the preservation of their community and
for the abundant yield of the soil. A century and a half later, after the new Nation had been formed,
and the charter of government, the Constitution of the Republic, had received the assent of the
States, President Washington and his successors invited the people of the Nation to lay down their
tasks one day in the year and give thanks for the blessings that had been granted them by Divine
Providence. It is fitting that we should continue this hallowed custom and select a day in 1939 to be
dedicated to reverent thoughts of thanksgiving.

Our Nation has gone steadily forward in the application of democratic processes to economic and
social problems. We have faced the specters of business depression, of unemployment, and of
widespread agricultural distress, and our positive efforts to alleviate these conditions have met with
heartening results. We have also been permitted to see the fruition of measures which we have
undertaken in the realms of health, social welfare, and the conservation of resources. As a Nation
we are deeply grateful that in a world of turmoil we are at peace with all countries, and we
especially rejoice in the strengthened bonds of our friendship with the other peoples of the Western
Hemisphere.

Let us, on the day set aside for this purpose, give thanks to the Ruler of the Universe for the
strength which He has vouchsafed us to carry o our daily labors and for the hope that lives within
us of the coming of a day when peace and the productive activities of peace shall reign on every
continent.

In witness whereof, | have hereunto set my hand and caused the seal of the United States of
America to be affixed.

Done at the City of Washington this thirty-first day of October, in the year of our Lord nineteen
hundred and thirty-nine, and of the Independence of the United States of America the one hundred
and sixty-fourth.

FRANKLIN D. ROOSEVELT



